
LINDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN (EXEMPT

AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE NOTES

1. Date ofannouncement Friday 14 June 2024 (a)

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Govemance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this notice.
lt will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller authority has
cerntied itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the
accounting records for the flnancial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receip$ and other documenE relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2024, these documents wili be available
on reasonable notice by applicau‘on to:

(b) Andrew Funnell, Parish Clerk, Lindheld Parish Council
Clock Tower House, Lindheld Enterprise Park, Lewes Road,
Lindtield. West Sussex RH16 2LH

01444 4841 1 5 or clerks@|indfieldparishcounci|.gov.uk

commencing on (c) Monday 17 June 2024

and ending on (d) Friday 26 July 2024

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:

a The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

o The right to make an objection which concems a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to
the murt for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice
of an objection must lirst be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the
smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for
this purpose between the above dates onlyr

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014. the
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit Practice
2015. The appointed auditor is:

Moore (Ref AP/HD)
Rutland House,
Minerva Business Park,
Lynch Wood,
Peterborough
PE2 6P2
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5. This announcement is made by (e) Tracy Ely, Responsible Financial Officer

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice
which must be not less than 1 day before
the date in (c) below

(b) Insert name. position and
addressltelephone number] email
address. as appropriate. of the Clerk or
other person to which any person may
apply to inspect the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in (a)
above and extends for a single period of
30 working days (inclusive) ending on the
date appointed in (d) below

(d) The inspection period between (c)
and (d) must also include the first 10
working days of Juiyr

(e) insert name and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financrai ofhcer for the
smaller authority



Lindfield Parish Council

NOTICE OF CONCLUSION OF ANNUAL AUDIT

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2024
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015

2024 has been completed and the accounts have been published.

2 The Annual Return is available for inspection by any local government elector
in the area of Lindfield Parish Council on application to:

Mr Andrew Funnell

Clock Tower House
Lindfield Enterprise House
Lewes Road
Lindfield
West Sussex
RH1 6 2LH

Telephone: 01444 484115
Email: clerks@lindfieldparishcouncil.gov.uk

Arrangements to View: Please contact Parish Clerk — Mr Andrew Funnell

3 Copies will be provided to any person on payment of £1.50 for each copy of the
Annual Return

Announcement made by Andrew Funnell

Date of Announcement: 2 September 2024



Annual lnternal Audit Report 2023/24

L1N9F\Ekn Pnmsa Coqucu.

\‘kH:p://\uww4 L\“¢F€¢ti?a.rie\1ccun¢\bgov. uk

O. (For local oounciis only)
Trustiunds {includng charitable) ~ The council met its responsrbiiities as a trustee.

For any other risk areas identified by this authority adequate controls existed (list any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).

Date(s) intemai‘ audit undertaken Name of person who carried outthe internal audit

zz/rr/zcza coke/my ANDY 504%“. dluward’w ZAS LTD

Signature of person who Ore/aé/zczoDatecarried out the internal audit

‘lf the response is ‘no’
please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control

Identified (add separate sheets If needed).
"Note: if the response is 'not

covered' please state when the most recent intemai audit work was done in this area and when it is
next planned; or, if coverage is not required. the annual internal audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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During the mancial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on
basis of an assessmem of risk. carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authonty‘

The intemal audit for 2023/24 has been carried out in accordance wim this authority’s needs and planned
On the basis of the nndings in the areas examined. the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this table.
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether,
signihcant respeds, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a standard
to meet the needs of this authority.

- . . . . n - A

the
and

coverage.
Set

in all
adequate

.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the nnancial year. 4/. t
7 .

B. This authorlty complied with lts financial regulauons. payments were supponed by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

c. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arrangemens to manage these. A/

D. The preoeptor rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly monitored, and reserves were appropriate. /

. . A e

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
banked; and VAT was appropriately accounEd for. /

F. Petty cash payments were properly supported by receipts, ail petty cash expenditure was approved
and VAT appropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and Ni requirements were properiy applied.

H. Assetand investmens registers were complete and accurate and propeny maintained. V,
I. Periodic bank account reconciliations were property carried out during the year. ,sZ,
J. Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct account‘ng basis (reoeipS

and payments or ircome and expenditure). agreed to the cash book. supported by an adequate audit
trail from underiying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded. ‘

K. It the authority certihed itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022/23, it met the
exemption criteria and correctly declared itself exempt. (lfthe authority had a limited assurance
review of its 2022/23AGAR tick "not covered”)

‘

‘/

L. The
internal

authority
audit

published
in accordance

the required
With the relevant

information
legislation.

on awe‘osite/webpage
up to date at the time of the

‘
l
/W,

M. ln the year covered by this AGAR. the authority correctly provided tor a period for the exercise of i
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during {he 2023-24AGAR pen‘od, i
wem puhlic rights in relation to the 202223AGAR evidenced by a notice on the wehsr’i’e and/or l
authority approved minutes connnning the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2022123 AGAR 1
(seeAGAR Page l Guidance Notes). f



Section 1 —Annual Govemance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of“.

Ltnanew Vamsn Cnuucu

our responsibiiity for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements, We conmm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

rranagemert during me year. and for the preparation ot

. We maidained an adequate system of interral control made proper an‘angements and accepted responsibility
including measures designed lo prevent and detect fraud J forsafeguarding the pub/Tc money and resoumss
and comiptinn and rev‘ewed its effectiveness.

. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of adual or potential complied with Proper Practices in doing sot
non—cormliance with laws, regulations and Proper /Prawoes that could have a slgnitlwnt tlnandal effect
on the ability of this authority to ccnduct its

during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
inspect and ask questions aooutthis authority's accounts.

considered and documented the inancr'al and other n'sks it

V
faces and dealt With mam properly,

arranged for a competent person independent of the 5nancial
controls and procedures to give an objective view on whether
intemal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and
extemal audit.

. We carried cut an &sessment oi the risks facing this

. We look appropriate adior on all makers raised
in reports from intemal an external audit.

disclosed everything rt sl‘ould have about i3 business activity
commitments, erents U transactions. occurring eilher doling the year including events lakwg place alterlhe year

l and if relevant

has meta/l ofits responsibilities where, as a body
corporate. itis a sole managing trustee c! a local
trust or trusts

chan'table. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we dscharged our accountability
responsihitities tor the lund(s)lassets including
hnancial reporting and, if required, independent
exarrinaaon or audit.

‘Please
provide explanations to the extemal auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe

how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheeS must be published with die Annual
Governance Statement.

ThisAnnual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk ofthe meeting where
meeting oi the authority on: approval was given:

I3O€1025t

and reCOrded as mlnule fefelEnCe: Chair

l36.l
Clerk

WWW, [inrlficld parish council. 3w.
UK
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

LIN0FIEKV V2V15H COLL”clL

H}, bb§ mi, e§a as molded in the 2nancia/ reccrds. Valua must aglse to
Box 7 ofpreviaus yean

received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

\‘h, 5m lb,$€3 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). /nclude any
grants received.

2. (#) Pracept cr Rates and
Levies \$‘L Doc 9A6, coo

3. (+) Total orher receipts

4. (-) Staff cosis Total expenditure or payments made lo and on behalf

‘RfNfb ‘ M“ ‘ 51
of all employees. Irrcluqe grass salaries and wages,
employers NI confnbutlons, employers pension
contributions, graluirles and severance paymenls‘

5. (-) Loan interest/capital 7blal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments Qa3$§ aaaaq made during the year on the aulhvniy’s bormwings (if any),

6. (-] All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
\°0i c253 \ \3, O'H back less staff costs (line 4i and loan interest/capital

repayments (line 5)‘

7‘ (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end oflhe year Must
forward \1$. b30~ \13;O’5$ equal (1+2+3) - (4*5+6).

For Lncal Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds

(induding charitable)

. 11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds

(induding charitable)

l cem‘fy that lor the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in tHisAnnual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipLs and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for SmallerAuthorities - a
Practitioners‘ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairty
the hnancial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the authority for approval

The Councrl, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions,

l connrm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

\3/ oelaoas,

as recorded in minute reference:

l37¢l

Signed by Chair oi the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were a r ved

ob l catatonicDate
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8. Total value of cash and
short term investmente \‘W'. 51" \ao.35\

Tne sum ofall current and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

5H,qae 5ga' 9.11

The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
up Ola/Ills fixed assets and long term investments as at
31 March.

1 0. Total borrowings
\Doicoo $0. ooo

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March oi all loans
from mird pan/es (including PWLB}.



Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023/24

'n resPeCt 0f Lindfield Parish Council

1 Respective responsibmties of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibilily as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the Nationai Audit Ofhce (NAO)
A limited assurance review is not a fuil statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
internationai Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireiand) and hence it does not provide the same Ievei of assurance that
such an audit wouldt The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full
statutory audit is appropriate for those locai public bodies with the lowest levels of spending,

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on
behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.naolorg.uklcode-audit—practice/guldance-and-information-for-auditorsl.

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a
sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

- summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
- confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external
auditors

2 External auditor limited assurance opinion 2023/24

0n the hasls of our review of Sections 1 and 2 ol the Annual Govemance and Accountability Relum, in our opinion the lntormatlan ln Sections 1 and 2 of the
Annual Govemanm and Accountability Relum ls In accordance wllh the Froper Pracllces and no other matters have came to our attention giving cause tor
cancem that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not altecting our opinion which we draw lo the allenllon oi the authority:

On review of the Council‘s notice of public rights for 2023 posted on the website, we have noted that
the start and end dates have been incorrectly dated as 2022. We believe this is a human error on
completion and that the requirements to publish the notice of public rights were met correctly.

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24

We certify
‘ * that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual

Governance and Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014. for the year ended 31 March 2024‘

Wetteobecauw

External Auditor Name

M MOORE

22/08/2024
External Auditor Signature Date
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