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THE PARISH COUNCIL BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2009/2010

At its meeting on January 22, the Parish Council approved its budget for 2009/2010 and agreed a Parish *Precept of £158,246.  This is a significant increase on the current year, because the anticipated expenditure has increased from £132,000 to £154,300 and hitherto we have been able to make use of funds in hand to reduce the income required.  However, it is always prudent to keep an adequate working balance of funds to cover several months’ anticipated outgoings and provide for any emergencies and contingencies which may arise.  * The Precept is the Parish Council’s portion of the Council Tax and is our main source of income.
In all governmental spheres, national, regional and local, there is constant conflict between the need on one hand to eliminate waste and keep taxes low and on the other to provide the services the public demands.  In Lindfield your Parish Council tries hard to maintain that balance.  Our small office in Denmans Lane is cramped and inadequate and it has proved necessary to add to the accommodation available by renting additional space in Denmans Court   We intend to provide a more spacious reception area, with good accessibility for wheelchair users and space will be dedicated to the storage of the Lindfield Archives.  With more room we should be better able to respond positively to future opportunities and challenges to provide an improving service for our residents.
Major work is being done to bring our newly acquired public toilets in Denmans Lane up to standard and look after them adequately (and there is pressure to provide toilets on the Common to replace those demolished several years ago).  The Village Directory & Year Book remains a very popular service to the community, but, with a decline in advertising income in the existing economic climate, the cost to the Council’s own funds is escalating and we have to ask whether this is something parishioners wish to pay for.  Communication is also vital (website, newsletter, noticeboards, etc), but this too has to be paid for.  

The routine costs of providing and maintaining local services such as street lighting, covered bus shelters, litter bins, allotments, the community gardens, Christmas lights and extra freighter visits are also increasing.

Further details are available from the Parish Office so, if you have any questions, please address them to us through the Clerks there.  As usual, more details of the year’s accounts will be published in the Annual Report during the summer.
THE HIGH STREET TREES – THE END OF THE SAGA?

As PC Geoff Bennett commented recently “It’s much lighter in the High Street now.”

And so, after almost two decades wait and then two and a half year’s argument between conflicting experts, the full pollarding of Lindfield’s High Street limes has been completed, in accordance with the very clearly expressed wishes of the residents in the Village Action Plan questionnaire in 2005.

Of course, it has been a bit of a shock and it all looks a little bald and bare at the moment.  Some trees look like telegraph poles, others stand like clenched fists.  But anyone who has lived or travelled through continental Europe, or even observed happenings in Compton Road in recent years will know that lime trees are very resilient.  By mid-Summer most will have sprouted a multitude of shoots and a covering of leaves.  Within a couple of years they will have a good crown on them, albeit one much more manageable and easily controlled than in recent times and residents in adjacent properties will not need to have the lights on all year round.
It is true that, as some experts warned, some of the trees may not survive their somewhat drastic treatment.  However, some new trees were planted (at a point when all the existing trees were going to be felled), so there should be replacements available.   

There remain a few outstanding points to be resolved between the official parties – the WSCC, MSDC, the Parish Council and the Preservation Society.  First, some sort of ongoing maintenance plan needs to be agreed and funded.  We must never let the situation degenerate like this again.  Second, a decision has to be made about the management of the Compton Road trees (and maybe some others in the village).  Work was done in Compton Road in 2006/7 with 9 trees pollarded and others trimmed.  Now a long term, consistent policy needs to be agreed and implemented for both Compton Rd. and the High Street.
Nevertheless – at last the basic issue has been resolved and we think we can all be satisfied that the future of “Lindfield’s crowning glory” has been secured, though it may take a little while to recover from the somewhat drastic remedial treatment required to ensure its survival at all.

It remains for us to thank Jonathan Ullmer, County Maintenance Manager WSCC Highways Department and his team, Councillor Margaret Johnson, our County Councillor and the representatives of the Lindfield Preservation Society, John Jesson and David Macmillan, who have worked indefatigably to enable us to reach this satisfactory outcome.

THE DOGS (FOULING OF LAND) ACT 1996
Dog owners in the village should be aware that MSDC is now enforcing The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996. Although most local dog walkers are considerate of others by cleaning up after their dogs, there are unfortunately some who do not. The Act makes it an offence NOT to clean up after a dog fouls on a public highway, adjoining footway or verges and all footpaths or on land “designated” by MSDC. In Lindfield the Common and Hickmans Lane Recreation Ground have been so designated. MSDC can issue an offender with a £25 Fixed Penalty Notice payable within 14 days. In the case of a person refusing or failing to pay such a penalty, they can be summoned to the Magistrates Court where the maximum penalty is currently £1,000.
NEW BUS SHELTER FOR HIGH STREET
Councillors are considering providing a new bus shelter in the High Street outside the Stand Up Inn and would welcome comments from villagers about its location and design.

PUBLIC TOILETS
The planned total refurbishment of the toilets in Denmans Lane is currently in progress and it is hoped that this work will be completed and the toilets reopened during April.

NEW NOTICE BOARD ON THE WALL OF LEAF IN DENMANS LANE
Planning permission has been received for the additional community notice board on the wall of LEAF. The new board should be installed shortly and local societies and organisations will be advised of the arrangements for displaying material in the board, once these have been agreed by Councillors.

NEW WEBSITE
The Council is progressing the design and development of a new website which will include a community section that is intended to enable village societies and organisations to publish their details and events. The new .gov.uk web site should become operational and replace our existing website during the summer.

SPRING CLEAN & STREET SWEEPING
The Council is arranging the annual Spring Clean on Saturday 25th April.  Volunteers should meet at the King Edward Hall from 9.30 am and should come equipped with garden gloves. Refreshments for all participants will be available in the Jubilee Room later in the morning.

Councillors remain concerned about the standard of street cleaning being delivered by SERCO following the transfer of Paul Frost to Haywards Heath. Observations from residents about uncleared litter and the abuse of public litter bins would be welcome and should be made through the Parish Office. 
PARISH MEETING - GREENING LINDFIELD
The annual Lindfield Parish Meeting will take place in the King Edward Hall on Thursday 23rd April commencing at 8 pm. This is the meeting that allows the Electors of the Parish to express their views and put forward resolutions for the benefit of the Parish. 

Many of our residents have expressed their concerns about climate change and the benefits of low carbon living, so we have invited representatives of The Greening Campaign to give our parishioners a presentation on Greening Lindfield. 

The Greening Campaign states that it takes just one person in a community to raise their hand and say they want to reduce the effects of climate change. That one hand will be joined by other hands and together those hands will (re)build a community that is more sustainable, will reduce its effect on climate change, and will create a plan for adapting to a future with a changed climate. That person with that one hand raised can be you!!!

The Greening Campaign is made up of communities where one person raised their hand. The Greening Campaign supported them and taught them how to engage their community, and best of all, supported them in beginning to reduce the energy their community uses and to live more sustainably.

The Greening Campaign is a structured programme with Four Phases for you and our community to work through. This is your community and your future; this can be your campaign with your creative development. Let Lindfield join the other communities fighting Climate Change – together we can make a difference.

The Greening Campaign now has over 50 active communities, with more joining every week, with your support Lindfield could be the next, helping to protect the environment for future generations.

So if you want to make a difference, and help protect our planet, please attend the Parish Meeting on the 23rd  April and make your views known.
PARISH WALK
Following on from the successful guided walk led by the Parish Council last year to celebrate Sussex Day, it is proposed that we organize a similar walk this year. The walk will take place during June when hopefully the weather will be kind and we will be able to appreciate the beautiful countryside that surrounds our Ancient Village with all its history. The walk will be approx 4 to 5 miles long and taken at an easy pace, if you are interested in coming along please let us know via the Parish Office. The date, as soon as it is known, will be published in the Lindfield Life and displayed on the Parish Council notice board.
STREET LIGHTING CONTRACT
Following notification to all local councils of EDF Energy’s intention to cease providing public lighting maintenance services, the Parish Council has now chosen a new supplier to take over the contract for maintaining the street lights that are the property of the parish from 1 April 2009
THE LINDFIELD DIRECTORY & YEAR BOOK
The Lindfield Parish Directory & Year Book continues to be one of the best and most useful items that the Parish Council provides to residents, and it will continue in 2010. Residents look forward to receiving it, in fact many are awaiting its delivery. Some use it as a diary while other residents use it as a source of information on associations, churches and clubs that meet in the village and people find the opening times of the medical centre very useful.  3,400 Directories are printed each year and 3,275 are delivered to homes by a group of volunteers.  Advertisers receive a complimentary copy.

MOBILE CIVIC AMENITY COLLECTION
The Freighter will be in the Tollgate car park on Sundays 31 May and 5 July 2009, between the hours of 10.00 a.m. and 12.00 noon.  Please note that due to current legislation they cannot accept items such as microwaves, televisions, computer monitors and fluorescent tubes.  These can still be taken to a civic amenity centre.  Please do not leave rubbish in the absence of the refuse freighter.

CORE STRATEGY

As you will see in Lindfield Rural Parish Council’s newsletter, which also appears in this publication, Mid Sussex District Council, in July, will be considering the full Core Strategy Submission Document, which identifies land between Gravelye Lane and Scamps Hill (reference Site K) as a suitable site for a development of 500 dwellings.  Lindfield Rural Parish Council and Lindfield Parish Council have both objected formally to establishing a policy for development at this location and we are jointly arranging an Extraordinary Meeting, to raise public awareness of the implications of the inclusion of this site in the Core Strategy Submission to the Secretary of State.  We hope to see many residents at this meeting on 22 April at 8 pm. in the King Edward Hall and that every resident will write with their comments to MSDC.  
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS  April 2009 - June 2009

Tuesday 
  7 April 2009

Environment and Amenities Committee 

8.00 p.m.


Tuesday
14 April 2009

Planning and Traffic Committee (full)


8.00 p.m.

Thursday
23 April 2009

Parish Meeting (not a Council meeting)

8.00 p.m.

Tuesday 
  5 May 2009

Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)

8.00 p.m.

Tuesday 
12 May 2009

Annual Meeting of the Council


7.30 p.m.

Tuesday 
26 May 2009

Planning and Traffic Committee (plans only)

8.00 p.m.

Thursday
28 May 2009

Finance and General Purposes Committee 

8.00 p.m.

Thursday 
 4 June 2009

Environment and Amenities Committee 

8.00 p.m.

Tuesday
16 June 2009

Planning and Traffic Committee (full)


8.00 p.m.

Thursday
25 June 2009

Full Council





7:30 p.m.

All meetings are held in King Edward Hall, unless shown otherwise.  Please check the notice board in Denmans Lane for any additional meetings that may be called.  All meetings are open to the public and there is a period set aside at the beginning and the end of each meeting for public questions/comments.  At meetings of the Planning and Traffic Committee, up to two people for and two against each planning application are allowed to speak, for a maximum of two minutes each, at the invitation of the Chairman.

MEMBERS OF LINDFIELD PARISH COUNCIL:

 

Cllr. William Blunden (Chairman)

Cllr. Derrick Johnson




Cllr. Margaret Nicolle (Vice Chairman)
Cllr. Mike Leach



Cllr. Mike Allen



Cllr. Roger Pickett



Cllr. Michael Davies



Cllr. Christopher Snowling



Cllr. Alan Gomme



Cllr. Valerie Upton



Cllr. Margaret Hersey



Cllr. Steve Willcox

They can all be contacted, in the first instance, via the Parish Office, or by reference to the Lindfield Village Directory and Year Book, which contains details of individual contact numbers.

HOW TO CONTACT THE PARISH COUNCIL

The Parish Council office continues to be open 3 times a week – Tuesdays 1.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m., Thursdays and Fridays 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. – when members of the public are welcome to come along to look at planning applications for Lindfield, obtain bus passes and railcard vouchers, or simply seek advice on issues of concern.  However, if you do need to speak with someone outside our normal opening hours, then please contact the Clerk who will be happy to make alternative arrangements with you. 

Parish Clerk:
Mrs. Christine Irwin

Deputy Parish Clerk: Mrs. Vera Grainger

Responsible Financial Officer: Mrs. Sue Kolien

Parish Office: 6 Denmans Lane, Lindfield, West Sussex, RH16 2LB

Telephone: 
01444 484115

Fax:

01444 484918

Email:

lindpc@gotadsl.co.uk 

Web site: 
www.lindfieldparishcouncil.org.uk. 
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